
CONTACTS: 
 

Address: 

Louth Navigation Trust 

Navigation Warehouse 

Riverhead Road, Louth, Lincs 

LN11 0DA 

 

Telephone: 

Enquiries: (01507) 610539 

 

Officers of the Trust: 
Hon. Chair: John Macdonald 

Hon. Vice Chairman and  

Project Officer: John Stanbridge 

Hon. Treasurer: Andrew Stratford 

Hon. Secretary: Paula Hunt 

Tel: (01507) 605496 

e-mail: secretary@louthcanal.org.uk 

 

History Project: 
Contact: Josephine Clark 

e-mail: history@louthcanal.org.uk 

 

LNT Historian & Archivist:  

Stuart Sizer 

e-mail: stuart@louthcanal.org.uk 

 

Towpath Mowing 

Contact: Tim Hawson 

Tel: (01507)  605534 

 

Canal Clean Up Project: 
Contact: Paul White 

Tel: (01507)  354857 

 

Webmaster: 
David Evans 

david@louthcanal.org.uk 

 

www.louthcanal.org.uk 

Diary Dates 
 

Committee Meetings: 

Third Thursday of the month 

7.30 at Navigation Warehouse 

 

Christmas Market 

Sunday 6 December 2009 

 

Carols at Navigation Warehouse 

Thursday 17 December 7pm 

 

Annual Bridge Drive: 

Thursday 25 March 2010 

Conoco Rooms 1.30 pm 

 

Walking Festival: Louth Canal Walk  

Sat 5 June 2010 

Start at 1.30pm at Crown and Anchor 

Tetney Lock 

 

AGM 

Thursday 24 June 2010 

Conoco Rooms 7.30pm 

Newsletter of the Louth Navigation Trust 

December 2009, Issue No 24 

The Wharfinger 

We wish all our members,  

old and new,  

a very happy Christmas 2009 

 
Louth 

Christmas Market 

Sunday 6th December  

come and say hello 

at our stall outside  

Broadgate & Thompson 
 

 

 

Join us for carol singing at  

Navigation Warehouse this year 

on Thursday 17th December at 

7pm  



Louth Town Plan  

was published in  

October and can be 

viewed on the website: 

www.louthtownplan.org 

Alternatively contact: 

Louth Town Clerk or  

LNT secretary 

   Ode to 'Billy' 
 

My children and I, we are so sad, 

Daily walks to Riverhead that we've had, 

Your majestic beauty, your eager gaze, 

Where is Billy? My little boy says. 

 

The ducks may be relieved at last, 

How you bullied them so as they tried to feast, 

We forgave you though Billy, we fed you our bread, 

Alas now we feed ducks and moorhens instead. 

 

We felt sure you were lonely and longed for a mate, 

But to be a lone swan was to be your sad fate, 

We'll remember you fondly as we go on our way, 

We loved coming to see you; you made our day. 

 

Sheila and Floss, they cried when they heard, 

You were a naughty but lovable bird, 

The walks to Riverhead will not be the same, 

The children loved you; like moths to a flame. 

 

The news travelled fast "Billy's gone" they all said, 

How could we believe that you'd been found dead, 

Rest in peace dear Billy the swan, 

Riverhead is so empty now that you are 

gone. 

 

The Lord Family 

 

www.louthcanal.org.uk 

 

Please keep an eye on the  

website, Webmaster David  

Evans is doing a great job  

keeping it up to date. 

If you have any nice pictures  

of the canal or wish to make 

 a comment or tell a tale you  

can post these on the Blog. 

Go on give it a go. 

 

Leisure in Louth  

 

The Trust had a stand at the  

Rotary exhibition in the Town 

Hall during October. 

We welcome new members from 

that weekend and  

especially Barbara Dickson. 

 

Several people had tales to tell: 

One gent remembers falling into 

the canal when he was a boy 

whilst crossing the gates at 

Alvingham Lock (upstream  

luckily).  

Another beamed as he  

reminisced about ice skating on 

the canal at Riverhead, during 

the winter of 1947, with Mary 

Carter-White who later became 

headmistress of Monks Dyke 

High School.  

Talk 

Children from Lacey Gardens 

School came to the  

Navigation Warehouse in  

November and heard about 

the canal in Victorian times 

from John Stanbridge before 

drawing a picture and  

returning to school to write to 

the Government in support of 

the canal restoration. 

What next? 

Encouragement is being given to 

the trust to get the towpath  

designated for dual purpose: 

walking and cycling. 

With the agreement of the land-

owners this is quite a simple 

process. 

Stiles will need altering but that 

will also improve access for the 

less mobile. 

The benefits are numerous  

including an 11 mile safe cycle 

route form Louth to the coast and 

safe cycle access from the  

villages into town. 

 

 

 

 

 

Funds are not currently available 

for any restoration work on  

Keddington Lock, although the 

EA have acknowledged they 

have a duty to maintain water 

levels to the Lud and therefore if 

a collapse occurred they would 

need to act. 

The Trust is looking at  

alternative solutions, namely  

inserting wedges of stone to  

support the weir and  banks and 

assist  fish migration. 

How about canal driven water 

turbine power generation? 


